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The GESTIS Biological Agents Database is an internet-
based database containing data that can be accessed
without restriction and free of charge.

A large number of biological agents are put to use in
laboratories, in biotechnology and in animal testing.
Employees can also come into contact with biological
agents in other activities (e.g. in the health services,
cleaning and rehabilitation work, veterinary medicine,
agriculture, forestry, waste water and solid waste
industry). Biological agents therefore have to be inclu-
ded in the risk assessment at many workplaces.

The database target group thus mainly comprises
those responsible for workplace safety and health. The
search mask permits searches not only for the name
of the biological agent, but also for the risk group,
biological agent category, sector and special activity
datasheets.
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Search mask of the GESTIS Biological Agents database

Full-text searches in all content and the selection of
the biological agent from an alphabetical list are also
possible.

The GESTIS Biological Agents Database is regularly
supplemented and updated. It contains three kinds of
datasheet:

GESTIS Biological Agents Database

1. Biological agent datasheets with extended
information

Search

p—

Leishmania tropica

GENERAL INFORMATION

Leishmania tropica

Document Number:
Processing status:

Category:
Classification:

Risk group:

References:

Consultant / Reference laboratory:

Example of a biological agent datasheet with extended
information: Leishmania tropica

Here you can find the following information:

Name, category, risk group etc.

Occupational safety and health (protective measures,
inactivation, decontamination, first aid, occupational
health care)

Morphology and physiology

Occurence, natural habitat

Pathogenicity

Disease (symptoms, therapy, prophylaxis)
Epidemiology

Resistance, tenacity

Regulations (laws, ordinances, technical rules)
Related links

References

@, * Bundesministerium
N BG RCI | fir Arbeit und Soziales
Berufsgenossenschaft
Rohstoffe und chemische Industrie
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2. Biological agent datasheets with basic information

OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH
Protective measures | Inactivation/Decontamination | Occupational health care
PROTECTIVE MEASURES

The following protective measures 2pply to specific activities in laboratories, the husbandry of laboratory 2nimals and biotechnological activities. For
further information see TREA 100,

A 120, TRBA 500

ASSOO

Technical measures

Where tasks intentionally involve biomaterials, their identity must be verified and documented routinely.

Protective measures are listed below that are generally to be taken when activities intentionally involve biological substances of risk group 2. For the
biological substance referred to above, the risk assessment may indicate that additional precautions are necessary.

‘Areas in which the biomaterial is Processed must be isolated from other areas and labelled with the ‘Biohazard” waming symbol and protection level 2.
The dioors of the area within which the protection level appliss must open in the direction of the escape route and be equipped with an inspection
window.

‘Where a health hazard posed by bioaerosols cannot be eliminated, the relevant activities must be performed in a microbiological safety cabinet (MSQ).
For detailed information on activities in 11SCs, see leaflet B 011 of the BG Rl (Geman Social Accident Insurance Institution for the raw materials and
chemical industny).

Wash basins, disinfectant aispensers, disposable towels and hand detergents must be available.

‘Water faucets and disinfectant dispensers must be operable without the use of the hands.

Laboratories must offer suitable eyewash facilities.

Al surfaces and arezs that could come into con
disinfectants. A seamless wal
Windows and doors must be
‘Work areas are to be maintained in a clean and tidy state. Only tools and devices that are actually needed may remain on the benches.
Pipettors must be provided and used. Mouth pipetting is not pemitted.

with biological agents must be easy 1o clean, liquid-tight and resistant to detergents and

Example of a biological agent datasheet with basic
information

These contain information on:

Name, category, risk group etc.

Occupational safety and health for activities in labo-
ratories specifically involving biological agents
Related links

3. Activity datasheets

Activity datasheets contain information on activities in
sectors where health-hazardous biological agents can
arise (usually so-called ,,non-specific“ activities, e.g.
waste or waste water industry. These contain at least
the following information:

Health-hazardous biological agents possibly occuring
during these activities

Occupational safety and health, protective measures
Regulations and related links




